Indications for vascularized free rectus abdominis musculocutaneous flap in oromandibular region in terms of efficiency of anterior rectus sheath.
The anterior rectus sheath, efficacious in reconstructive surgery, is used in oromandibular reconstruction with the free rectus abdominis musculocutaneous flap. This study describes reconstruction with this sheath in 20 patients: to preserve only the swallowing function in 10 patients (formation of the bulge of the reconstructed oral floor and prevention of its sinking); to preserve both swallowing and articulation in 5 patients (formation of the bulge of the reconstructed tongue and prevention of its sinking, concurrent with a money-pouch-like reconstruction of the tongue, laryngeal suspension, and neuroanastomosis); and to prevent exposure of the reconstruction plate, replacing the resected mandibular continuity in 5 patients. The purpose of reconstruction was achieved in all patients. The vascularized free rectus abdominis musculocutaneous flap with a firm anterior rectus sheath may be the first choice for these types of reconstruction.